
筑波大学大学院共通科目シラバス 2010 

科目名：    The Origins of Geopolitical Thinking  

担当教官 （Instructor）:                      クリスティアン  W  シュパング （Christian W. Spang） 

科目番号（Code No.）： 01ZZ028                       単位（Units): 1                   学期（Semester): 第一学期 
曜時限（Period）： 集中（3 回）: ① Orientation: 4 月 22 日: 18 時 15 分 （必修）、② 集中: 5 月 15 日（2
～5 時限）、③ 集中: 5 月 29 日（2～5 時限）                教室（Room）： CA 205 （外国語センター） 
 

授業主旨・内容 （Course Description） 

Since the end of the Cold War in the late 20th century, geopolitics has seen a remarkable 
revival. Geopolitical thinking can be traced back hundreds of years, but its modern form was 
developed roughly a century ago in the age of Imperialism. Then as much as now, it is 
essential to differentiate between the multilateral political reality and the mostly one-sided 
theoretical interpretations by many geopoliticians.  
This course will be taught in English, focusing on the founding fathers of geopolitics from 
Germany, Sweden, Britain, the US and Japan. To develop a better idea about where 
“geopolitics” comes from and what it means, we are going to examine its roots, which 
combine essential aspects of Economics, Geography, History as well as Political Sciences, 
Statistics, etc. In particular, Geography offers a bridge between Humanities and Sciences and 
thus was the ideal starting point to combine various aspects of the academic spectrum into a 
new “science”. At the height of the first geopolitics boom in the late 1930s and 1940s, 
subfields included „Geo-Psychology“, „Geo-Medicine“ and „Geo-Juriprudence“. Thus, it 
becomes clear that the phenomenon reached much beyond the realms of Geography and 
Politics.  
The first half of the course will cover the scientific development and the influence of sciences 
on politics. The second half of the class will deal with some key-texts of geopolitics.  
 

• General introduction. The world between 1848 and 1945/49: The historical and 
scientific background 

• The birth of modern universities and the scientification of geography 
• Darwin and biologism in nineteenth-century Western thought 
• The influence of natural sciences and the genesis of political science 
• The internationalization of academia and the academic background of geopliticians 
• From geography to geopolitics: Friedrich Ratzel (Germany) & Rudolf Kjellén 

(Sweden) 
• The origins of geopolitics in the US and Britain: Alfred T. Mahan (USA) & Sir 

Halford Mackinder (UK) 
• The development of German geopolitics after World War I: Karl Haushofer and 

German-Japanese relations 
• Japanese geopolitics and the quest for a Greater East Asiatic Co-Prosperity Sphere 
• Geopolitics as a key-aspect of the Allied propaganda against Germany and Japan 

during World War II 
 
単位取得要件・評価方法（Course Requirements and Grading） 

This course will be divided into three parts. First, there will be a compulsory orientation. At 
this opening session, a broad introduction will be presented. The topics for the short oral 
reports will be divided between participants at this meeting. Anyone who is not able to attend 



the first gathering on April 22, is expected to contact me (spang@daad-alumni.de) and meet 
me in my office before the actual bloc-seminars. I will not accept new participants at the bloc-
sessions!  

The rest of the seminar will be taught as two blocs of 4 periods each. The first of these 
gatherings will mostly deal with the development of academia in the 19th and early 20th 
century. There will be an introductory lecture, then a group-work stage where students are 
assigned to read and summarize some key-texts. Finally, some participants will present short 
oral reports on the biographical background of the most important scientists involved.  

The second bloc-session will deal with the theories developed by the above-mentioned 
scholars. There will again be a short introductory lecture, then a session with some student 
reports on the diverse geopolitical theories suggested by the authors we dealt with before. The 
seminar will end with another group-work stage on selected texts, culminating in short group-
presentations.  

Participants are expected to attend all three meetings. Anyone has to prepare and present one 
short oral report of 5-10 min. Students are strongly advised to familiarizing themselves with 
the basic ideas of at least one or two of the following authors: Friedrich Ratzel, Rudolf 
Kjellén, Alfred T. Mahan, Sir Halford Mackinder, Karl Haushofer or Komaki Saneshige. 
Please refer to the attached bibliography and check the library and/or the internet for 
appropriate sources of information.  
 

教科書・教材（Textbooks & References） 

There will not be any textbook. Reading assignments will be handed out in class.  

REFERENCES (in English, alphabetical order):  
• Atkinson, David & Klaus Dodds (eds.) (2000), Geopolitical Traditions. Critical Histories 

of a Century of Geopolitical Thought, New York and London. 
• Bassin, Mark (1987), “Imperialism and the Nation State in Friedrich Ratzel’s Political 

Geograpy”, in: Progress in Human Geography, Vol. 11, pp. 473-495.  
• Bassin, Mark (1987), “Race contra space: The conflict between German Geopolitik and 

National Socialism”, in: Political Geography Quarterly, Vol. 6, No. 2, pp. 115-134.  
• Bassin, Mark (1987), „Friedrich Ratzel, 1944 – 1904“, in: Geographers: Biobiblio-

graphical Studies, Vol. 11, pp. 123-132.  
• Blouet, Brian W. (1987), “The political career of Sir Halford Mackinder”, in: Political 

Geography Quarterly, Vol. 6, No. 4, pp. 355-367.  
• Blouet, Brian W. (2001), Geopolitics and Globalization in the twentieth century, London.  
• Blouet, Brian W. (ed.) (2004), Halford Mackinder and the Defence of the west: The 

Geographical Pivot of History, London. 
• Dalby, Simon, Paul Routlege, Gerard Toal (eds.) (2nd. ed. 2006), The Geopolitics Reader, 

London: Routlege. 
• Colin S. Gray & Geoffrey R. Sloan (eds.) (1999), Geopolitics, Geography and Strategy, 

London.  
• Dodds, Klaus (ed.) (2009), Geopolitics. SAGE Library of International Relations, Los 

Angeles: SAGE. 

• Dorpalen, Andreas (1942), The World of General Haushofer, New York.  
• Flint, Colin (2006), Introduction to Geopolitics, London: Routlege. 
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• Frei, Henry P. (1989), “Japan and Australia in Karl Haushofer’s Geopolitics of the Pacific 
Ocean”, in: The Journal of International Studies, Vol. 22, pp. 77-104.  

• Fukushima, Yoriko (1997), “Japanese geopolitics and its background: What is the real 
legacy of the past?”, in: Political Geography, Vol. 16, pp. 407-421. 

• Geopolitik – Hitler’s plan for empire (1942) directed by Stuart Legg, National Film Board 
of Canada [propaganda movie].  

• Gilbert, Edmund W. (ed.) (1972), British Pioneers in Geography, Newton Abbot.  
• Heske, Henning (1987), “Karl Haushofer: his role in German geopolitics and Nazi 

politics”, in: Political Geography, Vol. 6, No. 2, pp. 135-144.  
• Heske, Henning & Rolf Wesche (1988), „Karl Haushofer 1869 - 1946“, in: Geographers 

Biobibliographical Studies, Vol. 12, pp. 95-106.  
• Holdar, Sven (1991), “The ideal state and the power of geography. The Life-Work of 

Rudolf Kjellén“, in: Political Geography Quarterly, Vol. 11, pp. 307-323. 
• Kennedy, Paul M. (1983), Strategy and Diplomacy 1870 - 1945, Boston, pp. 41-85.  
• Mackinder, Halford J. (1904), “The Geographical Pivot of History”, in: Geographical 

Journal, Vol. 23, pp. 421-37.  
• Mackinder, Halford J. (1919), Democratic Ideals and Reality: A Study in the Politics of 

Reconstruction, London and New York. 
• Mackinder, Halford J. (1943), “The Round World and the Winning of Peace”, in: Foreign 

Affairs, Vol. 21, No. 4, pp. 595-605.  
• Mahan, Alfred T. (1890), The Influence of Sea Power upon History, 1660-1783, Boston. 
• Mahan, Alfred T. (1900), The Problem of Asia and its Effect upon International Policies, 

Boston.  
• O’Loughlin, John (ed.) (1994), Dictionary of Geopolitics, Westport/Conn. 
• Ó Tuathail, Gearóid (1992), “Putting Mackinder in his place. Material transformations 

and myth”, in: Political Geography Quarterly, Vol. 11, No. 1, pp. 100-118.  
• Paret, Peter (ed.) (1986), Makers of Modern Strategy - From Machiavelli to the Nuclear 

Age, Princeton and Oxford. 
• Parker, Geoffrey (1985), Western geopolitical thought in the 20th century, London.  
• Parker, Geoffrey (1998), Geopolitics: Past, Present, and Future, London.  
• Parker, William H. (1982), Mackinder: Geography as an Aid to Statecraft, Oxford.  

• Polelle, Mark (1999), Raising Cartographic Consciousness. The Social and Foreign 
Policy Vision of Geopolitics in the Twentieth Century, Lanham/MD.  

• Ratzel, Friedrich (1896-1904), The History of Mankind, 3 Vols., London.  
• Robertson, J. Michael (1996), “Alfred Thayer Mahan and the Geopoltics of Asia”, in: 

Comparative Strategy, Vol. 15, No. 4, pp. 353-366. 
• Sloan, Geoffrey R. (1988), Geopolitics in the United States Policy, 1890-1987, Brighton. 

• Sondern, Frederick (1941), “Hitler’s Scientists, 1,000 Nazi Scientists, Technicians and 
Spies Are Working under Dr Karl Haushofer for the Third Reich”, in: Current History, 
Vol. 1, No. 53, pp.10-12, 47.  

• Sondern, Frederick (1941), “A Thousand Scientists behind Hitler”, in: The Readers 
Digest, Vol. 6, pp. 23-7.  



• Spang, Christian W. (2006), “Karl Haushofer Re-examined – Geopolitics as a Factor 
within Japanese-German Rapprochement in the Inter-War Years?”, in: Christian W. 
Spang & Rolf-Harald Wippich (eds.), Japanese-German Relations, 1895-1945. War, 
Diplomacy and Public Opinion, London and New York, pp. 139-157. 

• Strausz-Hupé, Robert (1942), Geopolitics: The Struggle for Space and Power, New York. 
• Takagi, Akihiko (1998), “Japanese Nationalism and Geographical Thought”, in: 

Geopolitics, Vol. 3, No. 3, pp. 125-139.  
• Takeuchi, Keiichi (1980), “Geopolitics and Geography in Japan Re-examined”, in: 

Hitotsubashi Journal of Social Studies, Vol. 12, pp. 14-24.  
• Takeuchi, Keiichi (2000), Modern Japanese Geography. An Intellectual History, Tokyo.  
• Tambs, Lewis A. (ed.) (2002), An English translation and analysis of Major-General 

Karl Ernst Haushofer’s Geopolitics of the Pacific Ocean: Studies on the relationship 
between geography and history, Mellen Studies in Geography 7, translated by Ernst J. 
Brehm, Lewiston/NY.  

• Walsh, Edmand A. (1948), Total Power: A Footnote to History, New York. 
• Weigert, Hans W. (1941), “German Geopolitics. A Workshop for Army Rule”, in: 

Harper’s Magazine, Vol. 183, pp. 586-597.  
• Weigert, Hans W. (1942), “Haushofer and the Pacific: The Future in Retrospect”, in: 

Foreign Affairs, Vol. 20, No. 4, pp. 732-742.  
• Weigert, Hans W. (1942), Generals and Geographers: The twighlight of Geopolitics, 

New York and London.  
• Weigert, Hans W. & Vilhjalmur Stefansson (eds.) (1944), Compass of the World, New 

York, pp. 395-407. 


