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Vegetation is a major component of our
landscape. In this course, students learn
concepts of vegetation science, world
vegetation, climatic and edaphical factors
on distribution of plant communities,
vegetation dynamics and human impacts on
vegetation. Tropical rainforests, Japanese
forests, deserts and grasslands are focused
in this course. Students also learn field
practices of vegetation survey.
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This course aims to develop and refine your
academic skills that are imperative in
analyzing legal, social, and ethical
implications of environmental issues. You
are asked to actively participate in
discussing, presenting, critically reading
and writing about these issues so that you
will be fully prepared for your
international ly competent career as an
environmental scientist or leader. Our
topics for discussion include (1)
environmental leadership/ diplomacy; (2)
eco-economy; (3) rights of nature; (4)
climate change; (56) LMOs and ELSI; (6)
biological diversity and ecological service;
(7) global bioethics:; (8) cultural diversity
and indigenous knowledge; and (9) innovative
approaches to environmental ethics. The
examination of these wide-ranging topics
will not only enrich your knowledge about
environmental ethics but also enlarge your
academic background as environmental science
communicator.
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