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Educ ational purpose

With an awareness of the issues of interdisciplinary nature and modernity, various 

cultures built by human beings are compared and reviewed. Th rough such process, 

we foster personnel with open-minded wisdom and critical thinking who are not 

enclosed within a single study area. Moreover, through international 

communication abilities, we develop personnel with abilities to solve issues and 

negotiations pursued in a globalized society. 

Desired students

▎Starting from a self-awareness of the issues, persons who are interested in various 

academic fi elds and are motivated by wide and fl exible learning concerning culture 

and society are desirable. 

▎Persons who intend to acquire global communication abilities backed up by an 

understanding of diff erent cultures are desirable. 

▎Persons who academically deepen their awareness of the issues obtained through 

overseas experiences and social expenses are desirable. 

Our goal is to develop personnel with 

enr iched inte l l igence, internat ional 

mindsets, superior communication skills, 

and profound understanding of different 

cultures as well as their own cultures. Such 

personnel will be able to truly play an active 

and vigorous part in global society. Th ey will 

acquire highly advanced knowledge at all 

times and in all places within diverse 

academic fi elds focused on culture and the 

humanities. 
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Measures to ensure and improve the quality of educ ation

▎Class evaluation questionnaires are answered by students, and the results are fed 

back to the instructors, who will use the results to improve their classes.

▎Believing that the process of writing the graduation thesis is important, mid-

term presentations and oral examinations are guided and conducted in detail, 

which should contribute to students’ careers after graduation.

▎We encourage international graduate students working as TAs and alumni to 

participate in class designing as a measure to build an open learning environment. 

Th rough these approaches, we strive to innovate our classes.

▎Detailed guidance is provided each year to help students in the colleges make the 

most of the curriculum.

▎Under the strengthened advisor system, students can get proper advice from the 

advisor whenever necessary and healthy and substantive learning is supported.

Assurance of the quality of education and human resources to be developed

Encounter diff erent cultures

Student exchange program with 
partner universities in other 

countries

Class participation by 

international students

Enhanced foreign language 

education

Go beyond own specialties

Cross-disciplinary study from 

multiple areas

Sharing research experiences
Graduation thesis presentations, student-led 

seminars, etc.

Strong guidance and supports

Creating relationship

Create classes together

Class evaluation questionnaires

Vertical connection

Job search, research, daily life, etc.

Create colleges together

Class liaison committees

Personal concerns, interests, future planning

Design your own future

Developing global and independent persons

人
文
・
文
化
学
群

比
較
文
化
学
類

35



We organize and implement curricula based on 

the following policies for programs that allow 

students to acquire learning outcomes related to 

undergraduate degrees (comparative culture).

General policy

Paying attention to flexible, interdisciplinary 

organization that allows students to learn about 

multiple academic fields in a cross-sectional 

manner, we have the preparedness to construct 

curricula corresponding to an awareness of 

relevant issues and career plans for each student. 

Moreover, in order to obtain international 

communication abilities and cross-cultural 

competence, we endeavor to provide many various 

opportunities, including classes. 

Course sequence policy

▎We require students to undertake mandatory 

introductory and general subjects as well as 

f o re i gn  l anguage s  among  the  Common 

Foundation Subjects during the first year. We 

offer Studies in Comparative Culture related to 

six areas for learning basic academic methods that 

constitute prerequisites for literature research and 

fieldwork in each area as well as Introductory 

Subjects that allow students to learn generalized 

knowledge. In this way, we aim to require students 

to widely acquire basic knowledge for multiple 

academic fi elds. At the end of the fi rst year, after 

implementation of the first-year guidance, we 

have students submit first-year research plan 

proposals and we provide them with guidance for 

specialized learning following the second year. 

▎Students learn Introductory Seminars for 

Introduction to Major Subjects and Major 

Subjects for several fields in which students are 

interested during the second year. In order for 

them to accurate ly  acquire  internat ional 

communication abilities demanded in today’s 

global society, they learn Intermediate Specialized 

Foreign Languages. Moreover, during the second 

half of the second year, in order for students to 

conduct learning activities in a deeper and more 

We grant diplomas for Bachelor of Arts to persons who have acquired the 

knowledge and abilities (that is, Generic Competences) to become learned based 

on the educational purpose for undergraduate students of the University of 

Tsukuba. In their learning outcomes, they will achieve the following goals based 

on the educational purpose of our school and college.

▎Students have obtained abilities for widely investigating and critically 

interpreting various media and fi elds as well as documentary records. 

(Relevant competences: Understanding of cultural phenomena, Ability to analyze 

cultural phenomena)

▎Students have obtained advanced abilities for paper writing with creative 

perspectives, thorough data collection, firm and persevering literature reading, 

prominent structure, and logical consistency. 

(Relevant competences: Understanding of cultural phenomena, Ability to analyze 

cultural phenomena)

▎In light of the cultural tradition of their own countries, students have obtained 

attitudes and knowledge for understanding cultural diversity for a globalized 

society. 

(Relevant competences: Ability to respond to cultural problems, International 

autonomy)

▎Students have obtained international communication abilities that can contribute 

to a globalized society. 

(Relevant competences: International communication skills)

▎Students have obtained abilities for carrying out teamwork activities by 

subjectively working in various cultural environments. 

(Relevant competences: International communication skills, International 

autonomy)

▎Students have acquired multifaceted intelligence and robust abilities for solution 

of issues that extend to various academic fi elds. 

(Relevant competences: Understanding of cultural phenomena, Ability to respond 

to cultural problems)
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specialized manner, they think about fields and 

courses to which they belong. We implement the 

second-year guidance, have students submit 

second-year research plan proposals, and provide 

them with guidance for selecting relevant fields 

and courses. 

▎Students determine fi elds and courses during the 

third year and substantially learn Major Subjects 

and Introductory Seminars for the Graduation 

Thesis provided through the aforementioned 

fields and courses. We implement third-year 

guidance and have student submit third-year 

research plan proposals, and students deepen their 

own research assignments for the Graduation 

Thesis through close exchanges with the faulty 

members. Students continue to study Advanced 

Specialized Foreign Languages. 

▎Students conduct intensive reading of a variety 

of literature, fi eldwork, and discussions on a single 

theme based on production of the Graduation 

Thesis during the fourth year. Students polish 

their logical ability through discussions with the 

faculty members. We implement mid-term 

presentations for the Graduation Thesis and 

conduct assessments and guidance for progress 

with such theses. 

Implementation policy

Under the two areas of Regional Culture Studies 

and Interdisciplinary Cultural Studies, we set six 

fi elds dealing with multiple regions and academic 

fields and give consideration so that learning 

about interdisciplinary culture studies will be 

possible. At the same time, we focus on fostering 

intelligence and communication abilities beyond 

the leaning of simple knowledge and seminar-

form classes. We deploy various English classes 

that involve debates and paper guidance. In 

addition to English, we provide many foreign 

language classes, such as those in German, French, 

Spanish, Russian, and Chinese. Moreover, we 

off er Korean, Greek, Latin, Sanskrit, etc. in small-

class practical language education. 

The Cosmos of the College of Comparative Culture Structure of competencies to be developed and curriculums

Discussion
Practical classes with 

small groups

Multiple language 
education

Close reading of 
literatures

Field Work

Basic methods

Comparative culture studies

Basic knowledge

Introductory courses

To read the literatures in depth and to communicate 
with others in depth

Practical language education

B a s i c  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t r e n g t h

G r a d u a t i o n  T h e s i s

P e r s o n a l  I n t e r e s t s

Transregional studies + regional studies

I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  c u l t u r a l  s t u d i e s

Developing intellectual capabilities that go beyond mere knowledge and 
communication abilities

To w a r d  o p e n  k n o w l e d g e
D i v i s i o n  o f  C u l t u r a l  

a n d  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s

Areas of 
Advanced Studies 

in Culture

Areas of Media 
Communication 
and Information 
Society Studies

Areas of 
French 
Studies

Areas of 
German 
Studies

Areas of 
Anglo-

American 
Studies

Areas of 
European 

and 
American 
Studies

College of 

Comparative Culture

D i v i s i o n  o f  C u l t u r a l  

E x p r e s s i o n

Areas of Contemporary 
Philosophy

Areas of Comparative 
Religion

D i v i s i o n  o f  

P h i l o s o p h y  a n d  

R e l i g i o u s  S t u d i e s

Areas of Cultural Creativity

Areas of Textual Culture

Areas of One-Planet 
Relational Studies in 

Literature and Culture

Areas of Cultural 
Anthropology

Areas of Cultural 
Geography

D i v i s i o n  o f  F i e l d  

S t u d i e s

Areas of Japanese 
Literature

Areas of Chinese Studies

Areas of Chinese Studies

Areas of Asian 
Studies

D i v i s i o n  o f  J a p a n e s e  

a n d  A s i a n  S t u d i e s

D i v i s i o n  o f  A n g l o -A m e r i c a n  

a n d  E u r o p e a n  S t u d i e s
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Policy for evaluation of learning outcomes

The faculty members in charge of class subjects 

implement strict educational evaluation. At the 

end of the fourth year, they comprehensively 

evaluate learning outcomes (i.e., whether or not 

acquisition of credits, results of oral examinations 

for the Graduation Thesis and acquisition of 

competences demonstrate sufficient mastery). 

Based on the aforementioned evaluation, 

graduation judgment is conducted. 

Characteristics

Placing value on “internationalization in everyday 

life,” international graduate students will actively 

participate in classes as TAs. In addition, students 

can learn foreign languages from international 

graduate student TAs in extracurricular activities. 

Students have many other opportunities to 

interact with international students.
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